




CENTENNIAL PRESIDENT’S FALL 2022 MESSAGE

Dear Valued Members,

Welcome to Fall 2022!  I hope you had an enjoyable summer and 
are ready for another exciting quarter of production. I especially 
want to welcome all new members who have chosen real estate as 
their career and joined our Association.  Their membership makes us 
stronger.  I wish them success in their real estate profession.  At the 
West San Gabriel Valley REALTORS®, we offer a variety of member 
benefits, ranging from free real estate educational classes to our 
electronic forms software product – zipForm®.  

This year the West San Gabriel Valley REALTORS® has been proud 
to celebrate our centennial with you, our members. Established in 
1922, it is our honor to continue celebrating our 100th anniversary 
until the end of this year.
Since the last issue of this newsletter, we have accomplished the 
following:

• Centennial Celebrations
The Centennial Task Force put together two incredible events:
the June 15th Centennial Luncheon and the September 17th
100th Birthday Celebration Dinner.  We had over 300 members
participating in these two unforgettable events with the 100th Birthday Celebration, held at the Association 
Headquarters, alone enjoying over 150 members in attendance.  The events’ activities included karaoke, casino, 
beer pong, dancing, and so much more! We even gave away prizes to many members. Congratulations to all! 

• We would like to give special thanks to everyone who made both events such successes: 
-	 The Centennial Task Force -- Lorraine Clark (Chair), Shun Zhang, Nanette Ong, Yin Bihr, and Sharon 

Wang -- for putting together this 1920’s themed event.
-	 Our 2002 President, Cecelia Rudar; 2006 President, Carl Feldstein; 2014 President, Mel Wong; and Steve 

Goetz for sharing their memories of the Association to our members in the “100th Birthday Celebration” video.  
-	 The eight committees for putting together a “Guess What Committee” video for our members to guess.

Congratulations to all Education Committee members whose committee was voted as the winner for 
best video.  It is my honor to have lunch in the next few weeks to celebrate their winning.

• Local Candidates Forum
On September 28, 2022, we conducted a Local Candidates Forum inviting Assemblymember Candidate
Burton Brink, five local cities’ elected officials, and three local cities’ council candidates for the upcoming
election on November 8th.  We like to express our thanks to the following candidates for taking the time to 
speak at our Association:
-	 Assemblymember Candidate Burton Brink
-	 Alhambra City Councilmember and Candidate Ross Maza 
-	 Monterey Park City Council Candidate Jason Ding
-	 Monterey Park City Council Candidate Thomas Wong
-	 Monterey Park City Council Candidate Vinh T. Ngo
-	 San Gabriel City Councilmember and Candidate Carina Rivera 
-	 San Gabriel City Councilmember and Candidate John Wu
-	 San Gabriel City Council Candidate Reyna Isela Lopez Bowles

Each candidate had two minutes to speak to their constituents about local issues and their future plans after 
which they had a chance to speak with their constituents and our members.

We like to thank the Legislative Committee, led by Shun Zhang (Chair and Temple City Liaison) and Pauline Lam 
(Vice Chair and Alhambra City Liaison); Nanette Ong, San Gabriel City Liaison; Tomas Wong, Monterey Park City 
Liaison; Tom Tseng, Rosemead City Liaison; and its members for putting together this wonderful event.

Don’t forget: November 8th is the Election Day.  Please register to vote and go to the poll to vote… Make your 
voice heard!

Stay tuned for these upcoming events and educational classes:
• Halloween Celebration - October 27, 2022
• Outgoing President Recognition Breakfast - December 1, 2022
• Annual Installation Gala - December 2, 2022
• Annual Holiday Party - December 15, 2022

It was my pleasure serving as your 2022 President.  The Association has been growing strong for the last 100 
years.  Let’s set another milestone: to be even stronger in the next 100 years.

Brian Chen
2022 President

All articles are informational and are not 
intended to be a substitute for professional 

assistances. Consult a professional as needed.
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LA COUNTY ASSESSOR HOSTS
SECOND IN-PERSON HOMEOWNERS’ RESOURCE FAIR

Los Angeles County Assessor Jeff Prang is set to host only the second in-
person Homeowners’ Resource Fair since the pandemic hit more than two 
years ago. 

The fair is free and open to the public at the Hacienda Heights Community 
and Recreation Center, October 28. The Resource Fair is designed to connect 
homeowners with various topics including how to build Accessory Dwelling 
Units, or ADUs – the small granny flats you find behind homes – how to save 
on your taxes and what to do when a property owner dies, to name just a few 
of the topics that will be covered.

“Since this is only the second Assessor in-person Homeowners’ Resource Fair 
over the last couple years because of the pandemic coupled with the first 
being so well-received, we are anticipating a good-sized crowd,”  Assessor 
Jeff Prang said.  “You might want to register ahead of time. This is a great 
opportunity for the public to discover the services available throughout the 
County.”  

The first in-person Homeowners’ Resource Fair was in Huntington Park back in 
May attracting hundreds of people from the local community and throughout 
the County along with dozens of elected officials. It was a resounding success, 
the organizers said.

This Resource Fair also will feature representatives from the Office of Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Hilda L. Solis of the First District, which covers a 
large portion of the San Gabriel Valley. 

For more information or to register for the Homeowners’ Resource Fair go 
to: https://assessor.lacounty.gov/news-information/events.

Local elected officials will attend along with Assessor Jeff Prang as well as 
representatives from various other departments ready to assist the public on 
myriad of issues. The event will broadcast live on the Assessor’s Facebook page.
~•~

October 28, 2022
9 am to 12 pm

Hacienda Heights
Community & Rec. Center

1234 Valencia Ave
Hacienda Heights 91745
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Cont’d from page 14
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NAR COMMENDS TREASURY DEPARTMENT FOR
NEW ACTION ON HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

WASHINGTON (July 27, 2022) –The Biden Administration on Wednesday 
announced new steps to tackle the housing supply crisis.

The plan by the U.S. Department of the Treasury allows the use of 
$350 billion in American Rescue Plan funds by state, local, and tribal 
governments toward the development, repair, and operation of 
affordable housing units. 

The following is a statement from National Association of Realtors® 
President Leslie Rouda Smith:

“The top issue around the country among our 1.5 million members is 
housing supply. NAR commends the White House for addressing this 
challenge head-on and working across agencies on a comprehensive 
plan to provide the necessary flexibility for state and local 
governments.

Any effort to add supply will help alleviate a historic shortage 
in affordable housing. NAR commissioned a landmark  research 
report last year showing a lack of 5.5 million homes in the U.S.—a gap 
so large it would take more than a decade to dig out of, even with 
accelerated new construction.  It is nothing short of an affordability 
crisis hurting first-time, first-generation, and middle-income 
Americans the most.

NAR supports comprehensive action that includes investment 
in new construction, zoning reforms, expansion of financing, and 
tax incentives to spur investment in housing and convert unused 
commercial space to residential.

We look forward to a continued partnership with the Administration, 
Congress, and business and nonprofit groups on an all-of-the-above 
approach to this historic challenge.”

For more information on supply and affordability policy proposals supported 
by NAR:  2022 REALTOR® Legislative Priorities.

The National Association of Realtors® is America’s largest trade association, 
representing more than 1.5 million members involved in all aspects of the 
residential and commercial real estate industries. ~•~

https://www.car.org/marketdata
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Cont’d from page 20

include window and door sensors, smart locks, or video doorbells. They 
don’t give discounts for individual devices like video doorbells.

	•	 The kits are more affordable than professionally installed alarm systems.
Home monitoring systems start at $200 to $400 for a basic setup.

Cons
•	 You will have to pay extra for professional monitoring. Unlike professionally 

installed alarm systems, you don’t get a team of trained dispatchers who
will monitor your alarm 24/7. That’s part of the reason DIY systems are so
much more affordable. Many home monitoring systems offer professional 
monitoring for an extra monthly fee that ranges from $10 to $40.

	• You’re the tech support. Unlike professionally installed systems, there’s
not a tech on call to fix glitches. It’s just you and You Tube tutorials.

Smart tech security devices make it easy and affordable to protect your home. 
You can install many of these devices yourself and only pay for a monitoring 
plan when you want it. You can keep an eye on your family and your home 
from any location via sensors and cameras directly from your phone. Video 
doorbells, smart door locks, motion sensors, and home monitoring systems put 
high tech security at your fingertips. ~•~

Leanne Potts is an Atlanta-based journalist and serial home remodeler. She’s 
tackled five fixer-uppers and is working on a sixth. She’s written about everything 
from forest fires to dog-friendly decor and spent a decade leading the digital staff of 
HGTV. Visit HouseLogic.com for more articles like this. Reprinted from HouseLogic.
com with permission of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®.

	• If they run on Wi-Fi, they may hit dead zones in your home and stop
working. You’ll need to boost their range with a mesh router – also called
a mesh network – that pairs two or more routers together to deliver a
seamless Wi-Fi network. If your home is larger than 3,000 square feet or
multistory, a mesh router is a good idea. A bridge – a device that joins two 
or more Wi-Fi networks so they can work as a single network – will also
boost your home’s Wi-Fi coverage.

Security Kit or Home Monitoring System
If you want your DIY smart home security to go bigger than one or two 
devices, get a security kit. Also known as a home monitoring system, 
these kits replace the home alarm systems you used to have a pro install. 
They generally come with contact and motion sensors, a base station 
that’s the wireless brain of the system, and touch-screen control panels. 

Pros
	• You can customize the system.  Adding security cameras, glass break

sensors, panic buttons, and environmental sensors will alert you to gas
leaks, water leaks, or fire.

	• You can integrate your other smart tech devices.  Many home security
systems double as smart home hubs so you connect and automate your
other smart devices into a single network. You can connect your alarm,
your smart locks, your smart thermostat, and your video doorbell and run 
them all with an app on your phone.

•	 You can save money on  homeowners insurance.  Some insurance
companies give policy discounts for homes with security systems that
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CALIFORNIA DREAM FOR ALL PROGRAM UPDATE

By California Association of REALTORS®

C.A.R. worked in a coalition with Habitat for Humanity California, The Two Hundred,
San Francisco Bay Area Planning and Research Association (SPUR), LISC San Diego,
Housing Action Coalition, National Association of Hispanic Real Estate Professionals
(NAHREP), the California Building Industry Association (CBIA), and the Black
Leadership Council (BLC), among others, requesting that the state allocate more in the 
budget to facilitate homeownership opportunities for California’s working families.
Specifically, the coalition requested that the state dedicate $400 million to affordable 
owner-occupied workforce housing development and $200 million for down payment 
assistance programs. In addition to this effort, C.A.R. has also consistently requested
funds to assist homeowners with low-cost ADU construction loans since 2018.

C.A.R. made this budget request a Legislative Day priority and was a focus of our
advocacy efforts. We are happy to report that we have far exceeded our goal. The
budget and accompanying legislation were approved by the Legislature and signed
into law by the Governor and includes: an allocation of $500 million to CalFHA
to fund Senate Pro Tempore Atkins’ proposed new equity sharing downpayment
assistance program entitled the California Dream for All Program ($500 million) along 
with another $50 million to fund low-cost loans to homeowners seeking to construct 
ADUs. Additionally, the budget allocated $350 million over two years ($250 million
in 2022-23 and $100 million in 2023-24) to CalHOME to facilitate the construction of
new homes for low-income families.

The money allocated to the  California Dream for All Program  will provide down 
payment assistance with an equity share component for first time homebuyers 
making no more than 150% of the area median income. Details are still forthcoming 
but effectively it will provide homebuyers with up to a 20% down payment, with a 
small percentage coming from the homeowner. The plan envisions that homeowners 
will refinance out of that state lien and once the state investment is paid back those 
funds could be used for other potential homeowners. C.A.R. will provide more 

information on this program as details are finalized. You can view a webinar on the 
California Dream for All program here.

C.A.R. has not historically participated in the budget process in this manner and
the success of this effort bodes well for potential future efforts in this arena. We are
proud of the work put toward this effort and applaud the passage of this state budget 
prioritizing homeownership, for our release go here. ~•~

“We are happy to report
that we have far exceeded our goal.

The budget and accompanying legislation
were approved by the Legislature and signed

into law by the Governor... ”

https://www.houselogic.com
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Cecelia Rudar
President-Elect

Brian Chen
Immediate

Past President

Earl Knudson
Director

Shun Zhang
Vice President

Yin Bihr
Director

Pauline Lam
Director

Nanette Ong
Treasurer

Marian Cavataio
Director

Tom Tseng   
Director

Jeff Huang
Secretary

Lorraine Clark
Director

William Wei
Director
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Alhambra City Hall

Jeffrey Koji Maloney
Mayor, District 3

Adele Andrade-Stadler
Vice Mayor, District 5

Katherine Lee
Councilmember, District 1

Ross J. Maza
Councilmember, District 2

Sasha Renée Pérez
Councilmember, Disctrict 4

Alhambra is a city located in the San Gabriel 
Valley of Los Angeles County, California.

Alhambra City Councilmembers

Monterey Park City Hall

Henry Lo
Mayor

Vacant
Councilmember, District 3

Hans Liang
Councilmember, At-Large

Peter Chan
Councilmember, At-Large

Yvonne Yiu
Councilmember, District 2

Monterey Park is a city located in the San Gabriel 
Valley of Los Angeles County, California. At 

the 2010 census, the population was 82,868.

Monterey Park City Councilmembers

Rosemead City Hall

Sean Dang
Mayor

Steven Ly
Mayor Pro Tem

Sandra Armenta
Councilmember

Margaret Clark
Councilmember

Polly Low
Councilmember

Rosemead is a city located in the San Gabriel 
Valley of Los Angeles County, California. 

Rosemead City Council members






