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Monday-Wednesday and Friday:
9AM - 5PM &
Thursday: 8AM - 5PM

Upcoming Education Schedule

January

12th

13th

14th

14th

21st

23rd

9 AM to 12 PM— New
Residential Purchase
Agreement (RPA) Form
Training

1 PM to 3 PM- Commercial
Investment Committee
Class

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM—
zipForm® Plus Training

1:30 PM to 4:30 PM-
zipForm® Plus Training

10 AM to 3 PM—- CRMLS
Training

9 AM to 4 PM- Agent
Essentials Training
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President’s Message Winter 2014

Happy Holidays!
Time flies when you're having fun, and I've been having fun as your Association President this year!

| want to thank everyone for a great year and especially say thank you to our 2014 directors, committee chairs
and vice-chairs, committee members and anyone else who has helped WSGVAR this year. Thank you for your
services, dedication and support!

Mel Wong Congratulations to the 2015 President, Tom Berge, Jr. and the newest members of the 2015 WSGVAR Board of
2014 WSGVAR President Directors who were elected on June 26, 2014. Together these individuals will represent our Association in 2015.

Officers: Directors:

Tom Berge, Jr. Thomas O. Berge
President L

Yin Bihr
Kevin Kwan i
President-elect Brian Chen
Suzi Dunkel-Soto Ling Chow

Vice President Lorraine Clark

Gigi Lee Lee Lieberg

Treasurer
Giuseppe “Joe” Veneziano
Helen Marston

Secretary Stephen Walker

Mel Wong
Immediate Past President

2014 has been a very successful year and | want to highlight some of these accomplishments:

o  NAR Designation and Certification Courses including: Seniors Real Estate e  Halloween breakfast and costume contest
Specialist (SRES), Military Relocation Professional (MRP), Certified
Residential Specialist (CRS) 201, CRS 206, CRS 200, Seller Representative
Specialist (SRS), Certified International Property Specialist (CIPS), Resort
and Second-Home Property Specialist (RSPS), e-PRO®, Accredited Buyer’'s e  Thursday Night Football Tailgate Party
Representative (ABR) (see page 7 for details)

e YPN had a White Elephant Gift Exchange and an inspirational “Halftime
Pep Talk” with top producers

e  WSGVAR Charity Golf Tournament (see page 5 for details)
e Held two Residential Purchase Agreement (RPA) Form Trainings on the

2014 changes ® WSGVAR had a night out at the Dodgers game and sold over 150 tickets

e Lawrence Yun, NAR Chief Economist, gave a 2014 Housing Statistics and ®  Hosted a successful Homeownership Fair in conjunction with C.A.R. (see

Economic Update page 6 for details)

® Leslie Appleton Young, C.A.R.’s Chief Economist, gave a 2014 Economic *  Hosted an inbound trade mission with delegates from Taiwan,

e Malaysia and Indonesia in New Orleans, LA (see page 13 for details)

e  Received 2014 NAR Global Achievement Program-Platinum Award during *  Conducted two Charity/Scholarship Auctions to raise money to give out

NAR’s International Night Out & Awards Ceremony in New Orleans, LA for scholarship awards to deserving high school seniors

(see page 11 for details) e  Scholarship Awards presented to 15 high school seniors

®  Global Business Council held a Global Summit Event and a Global Cultural o  Affiliate Appreciation Luncheon at NBC Seafood Restaurant (see page 16
Night with a costume contest and karaoke for details)

®  Lunar New Year Celebration at NBC Seafood Restaurant e Installation of 2015 President, Tom Berge, Jr. and the 2015

e  Cinco de Mayo Celebration at Margarita’s Mexican Restaurant Officers and Directors (see pages 18-19 for details)

I want to thank you again for having me serve as your 2014 President. | hope you and your families have a
wonderful holiday season. Mele Kalikimaka!

#“uﬂ Valey Assodiation ""'an‘

Best Regards,

WE PUT OUR MEMBERS FIRST
Pl ®. Wy
Melvin K. Wong, CRS, SRES
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7 Things Every Homeowner Should Know About the Aquapocalypse
Published: July 14, 2014, By: Deirdre Sullivan

Right now close to 50% of the U.S. is experiencing some
level of drought. Why should homeowners care?

1. Thanks to climate change, California’s aquapocalypse is
spreading. Over the next couple of decades more than 400
counties in the U.S. may be going through an extreme dry
spell, according to a study by the Natural Resources
Defense Council. How bad can it get?e

2. You won't be able to flush the toilet during daylight hours,
take a shower longer than five minutes, or wash your dishes
using fresh water. Parts of the Southern plains and Western
states already are facing water restrictions.

FYI: The 1930s drought that turned the Great Plains info a
dust bowl was also caused by environmental damage.

3. Running your sprinkler will be forbidden — just like in
water-scarce Sacramento where “water police” fine
homeowners for illegal lawn watering.

4. And since water is vital to agricultural and energy
production, drought also causes exorbitant grocery bills,
soaring electricity rates, and killer gas prices.

Fact: Lake Mead could dry up by 2021. It's already hit its
lowest level since the dam was built in the 1930s. Currently, it
supplies water to 22 million people in the Southwest.

5. Even chilling at home with a cold one can become a pricey luxury. Right now in parts of the country
breweries are being asked to reduce their water use. Mandatory reductions may make beer as expensive
as a prestigious champagne.

If drought persists, you may not even like how beer tastes in
the future. Using quality local water is key when it comes to
making stellar suds. Brewing with anything less, which may
happen if our rivers run dry, can make your favorite beer
taste like a Popsicle stick.

6. As our population increases and our water withdrawals
grow higher, cities all over the country — including Atlanta,
Cleveland, Salt Lake City, and Washington D.C. — may run
bone-dry by mid-century, according to NOAA's
Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental
Sciences.

7. You CAN take action now to help future-proof your home
against drought by eliminating your home's worst water-hogging habits.

Click here to find out ways to take action and eliminate your home's worst water-nogging habits.

Read more: http://www.houselogic.com/home-adyvice/saving-water/ways-to-conserve-water/#ixzz3 kb GlpOs
Follow Houselogic: @HouselLogic on Twitter | HouselLogic on Facebook
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WSGVAR 3rd Annual Charity/ Scholarship
Golf Tournament

The West San Gabriel Valley Association of REALTORS® hosted it’s 3rd Annual Charity/Scholarship Golf Tournament at
the Sierra La Verne Country Club in La Verne on June 2, 2014.

Teams of 4 golfers competed in a scramble format and the tournament was followed by dinner and an awards banquet.
Congratulations to all of the golf tournament winners!

1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Thank you to everyone who participated, donated, sponsored and helped make this event a success. Each year we
award scholarship grants to graduating high school seniors who will be attending a school of higher learning the
following year. With the generous support, donations and money raised we can continue to give the gift of education to
these deserving students. Thank you for helping us raise money and for making a difference in someone’s life.
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“Be Protect the American Dream” PWalk

On Tuesday, October 21, 2014 the West San Gabriel Valley Association of REALTORS® held the “We Protect the American Dream”
walk to raise funds for the REALTORS® Political Action Committee (RPAC). There were over 60 in attendance and the event was held at
the Brookside Park in Pasadena where we had a picnic for lunch catered by Panera Bread, followed by a 3 mile walk around the Rose
Bowl to help raise awareness for the importance of contributing to RPAC.

Our walk raised over $16,000 for RPAC! Thank you to everyone who contributed and participated in the walk. Congratulations to
Wendy Furth, Assistant Manager of Rodeo Realty, who won the door prize HP Envy 15t laptop. A very special thank you to Pat “Ziggy”
Zicarelli, NAR 2015 Chair of RPAC Participation Council and C.A.R. 2015 President-Elect for being the master of ceremonies for the day.

Why contribute to RPAC?

Each year REALTORS® work hard to protect the real estate industry and REALTORS®’ interests on
the political front. With RPAC contributions, many battles have been won for REALTORS®,
including a few major accomplishments in 2014:

e At the local level WSGVAR successfully supported local council candidates to overturn the
longstanding point of sale inspection mandate in Monterey Park.

e At the state level the Recording Tax (SB 391) and Wage Liens (AB 2416) were defeated;
Legislature passed and the Governor signed several C.A.R. sponsored bills including the
Squatters (AB 1513) and Federal Loan Limits (SJR 19) bills.

o At the Federal level, these voluntary contributions are used to support candidates and help
fight important real estate industry issues, such as retaining the Mortgage Interest Deduction.

Each and every contribution to the RPAC fund is used and needed to wage these important fights
for the real estate industry!
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RPR
COMMERCIAL

PINPOINTING TARGET AUDIENCES

By Emily Line, Director, RPR Commercial Services

When working with clients, REALTORS® are generally
given specific criteria needed to support a business.
RPR Commercial pinpoints the “right customers” bases
on a client’s needs. This analysis allows you, as a
REALTOR®, to help your client find the best place to
locate using various data to identify areas with a high
volume of target customers for the business.

For example, a REALTOR® in Washington D.C. oversees
office expansion for a technology company. The client
has indicated they are looking for a location in Irvine,
California. From a recruiting perspective, it’s important
for this company to have access to areas with young
adults who have technology backgrounds. They also
want to ensure that the location has projected growth
to accommodate the corporate commitment of
locating offices in areas with convenient, desirable
amenities for employees.

Incorporating the client’s criteria, you can run a
location analysis by following a few simple steps. From
the RPR Commercial dashboard, you would choose to
run the analysis “Where are the Right Customers for a
Business?”. After entering the desired geographic, and
selecting the attributes from the list in the drop-down
menu, you can run the analysis. After doing so, the
REALTOR® is able to see the best trade area matches

Page 9

both on the map and in a list view based on the client’s
criteria.

From the results, the option to look for office space or
take a deeper look into trade area details to reiterate
the location selection with specific demographics and
consumer segmentation. Let’s say you elect to dive into
trade area details for the top area that matched the
client’s criteria in Irvine. They are able to see details on
the population including the following on the dominant
consumer segmentation, driving home the corporate
culture presented by the client and further validating
your expertise as a REALTOR®. The analysis results
highlight trade areas that meet a client’s criteria and
the trade area report validates location analysis.

All REALTOR® members have access to
RPR Commercial as a free member benefit.
Register for a LIVE tutorial webinar today
at blog.narrpr.com/commercial.

Click here for more information.
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You May Not be Multilingual,
but Your Listings Are!

Realtor.com® International has changed the way
global buyers search for real estate

Realtor.com® International features translation services in 11 languages, currency & measurement conversion tools, and listings

from 41 countries representing 5 continents, and over 4.5 million active listings.

U.S. for-sale and rental listings that appear on realtor.com® automatically are displayed on realtor.com® International. This free
service means true global exposure for your listings—over 1 million unigue international consumers are searching the site each
month.*

*As reported by Omniture Site Catalyst for September 2014 as an aggregate of all countries other than the United States

Where are Global Buyers Searching in the United States?

[
The below data reflects the top countries (outside of the U.S.) where consumers were the most
engaged on realtor.com® & realtor.com® International and the top U.S. markets in which they were searching.

Canada United Kingdom Australia Brazil Germany

Las Vegas, NV Los Angeles, CA Los Angeles, CA Orlando, FL Los Angeles, CA
Detroit, Ml New York, NY New York, NY Miami, FL San Antonio, TX
New York, NY Orlando, FL Detroit, Ml Los Angeles, CA New York, NY

Los Angeles, CA Beverly Hills, CA Las Vegas, NV Kissimmee, FL Colorado Springs, CO
Fort Lauderdale, FL Houston, TX San Francisco, CA New York, NY Miami, FL
France Mexico Italy India China

Los Angeles, CA San Diego, CA Miami, FL New York, NY Los Angeles, CA
Miami, FL San Antonio, TX Miami Beach, FL Los Angeles, CA San Francisco, CA
New York, NY Laredo, TX New York, NY Dallas, TX New York, NY
Miami Beach, FL El Paso, TX Los Angeles, CA San Jose, CA Seattle, WA

San Francisco, CA Miami, FL Detroit, Ml Houston, TX Houston, TX

Source: Omniture Discover - September 2014

Click here for more Global information and statistics from the National Association of REALTORS®.
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(1obal Business Council
Appreciation Luncheon

On Wednesday, December 17, 2014 the WSGVAR Global Business Council held an appreciation luncheon that was open
to all members and non-members. Over 80 people attended including reporters from Sing Tao Daily, The China Press
and Chinese L.A. Daily News. Click here to view the Chinese L.A. Daily News article.

The luncheon was held to show appreciation for the support of the GBC members and to celebrate the WSGVAR Global
Business Council receiving the prestigious 2014 Global Achievement Program—Platinum Award during the 2014
National Association of REALTORS® (NAR) Conference & Expo in New Orleans, LA (see page 11 for details).

The lunch was catered from Stonefire Grill and was followed with cake and desserts. Attendees also sang “Jingle Bells” in
English, Spanish, Mandarin, Cantonese, Japanese and Vietnamese. It was a wonderful celebratory event.
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commitment to provide a safe place for animals until they are adopted; the San Gabriel Valley
Consortium on Homelessness, located in West Covina with the commitment to end
homelessness in San Gabriel Valley by educating the community, building partnerships and
advocating for appropriate housing and services; and the YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley,
located in Alhambra with the commitment to help develop youth, promote healthy living and
social responsibility. Each organization was awarded $1,000. We appreciate all of the good
work that these charities do!



http://www.maryvale.org/
http://www.volunteermatch.org/search/org475320.jsp
http://www.sgvhumane.org/
http://www.sgvconsortium.net/
http://www.sgvconsortium.net/
http://www.sgvymca.org/
http://www.wsgvar.com/Directory/Committees/SpecialCommittees/Scholarship.aspx




Affiliate Appreciation Luncheon

On November 20, 2014
WSGVAR held a luncheon at
NBC Seafood Restaurant in
appreciation of all of our
affiliate members. The event
was enjoyed by both affiliate
members and REALTORS®. All
in attendance enjoyed
camaraderie with one another
and a delicious lunch.

The West San Gabriel Valley Association of REALTORS®

wants to thank all of our affiliate members for your continuous
support, outstanding service and dedication to WSGVAR!
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Own Thursday, December 11, 2014 during the WSGVAR MLS Breakfast Meeting, 2014 Outgoing President Mel Wong
was howoved for his Leadership and service to WSGVAR. A Hawallan breakfast was served and 2014 President Mel
Wong recelved numerous accolades tneluding recognitions from the City of Alhambra, City of Temple City, 5th
District Supervisor Michael B. Antonovich, 2014 NAR President Steve Brown, and U.S. Cow@resswomawjmdg Chu
representing the 27th District. 2014 President Mel Wong also recognized the 2014 WSGVAR Award Reciplents (see
page 1€ for details) and gave certificates of appreciation to the 2014 ®Board of Directors and Committee Chalrs and
Vice-Chatlrs.

on Tl/lwsolm@, Decenmber 18, 2014 the West San Gabrtel \/aLLeld Assoclatlon of REALTORS' held its annual HoL’wlmd
Party during the MLS Breakfast Meeting. A hot breakfast was served by our Affiliates and the morning was an
opportunity to mingle with old and new friends and peers. Menmbers were encouraged to wear their favorite “ugly”
holiday sweater, there was a gift raffle giveaway and lots of holiday spirit.

Congratulations to Richard Lee from KoTal Realty who won the
final 50/50 raffle ticket drawing of the year in the amount of
$2e3. He generously donated his winnings to the WSGVAR
Foundation. BY dolng so, he became a member of the WSGVAR
Century Club!

During the Holiday Party the final attendance drawing for
2014 was drawn. Each week, 1 WSGVAR member’s name is
pulled at the MLS Breakfast Meeting and if that wmember is in
attendance they win o sum of money. If there Is no winner, the
amount Ls increased $25 each week. Congratulations to
Michelle Dawn Olsen from Colowell Banker/George Realty for
winning the 2014 attendance drawing of $1,200!
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WEST SAN GABRIEL VALLEY ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®
O2ND ANNUAL INSTALLATION DINNER
BRING BACK THE 70’S



WSGVAR 92ND ANNUAL
INSTALLATION DINNER
BRING BACK THE 70’s

THANK YOU TO ALL OF
THE SPONSORS WHO
HELPED MAKE



WSGVAR and the Board of

Directors wish you and your

families a wonderful holiday
season and a

Happy New Year!



